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The Hauppauge School District is pleased to welcome James Kiley 
and Lawrence Crafa to serve on the Board of Education (BOE) 
through June 30, 2017.

Jim is a systems analyst and IT manager for the Suffolk County 
Department of Information Technology. Larry has a private  
medical practice in Bethpage as well as directs a Residency  
Program, serves as a physician leader at NSUH Plainview and  
is an adjunct clinical professor. “Jim and Larry bring important  
and distinctive skill sets to the Board,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss. “We look forward to maximizing 
these skills and leadership qualities going forward.”

Congratulations also to the newly elected Board of Education  
officers for the 2014-2015 school year. David Barshay will serve  
as president and Gary Fortmeyer will serve as vice president.

The District sincerely thanks former BOE Members Susan  
Hodosky and Geri Richter for their “many years of dedicated 

service,” Pat stated. “Susan and Geri have worked diligently with the 
community, their fellow trustees and the administration to meet our 
students’ needs in the most fiscally responsible way.”

        Caps Off to the Grads!

District Welcomes James Kiley and Lawrence Crafa to the Board 
of Education and Thanks Susan Hodosky and Geri Richter for 
Their Dedicated Service

The Hauppauge School District community paid a special  
tribute to our 2013-2014 retirees at the June 17 Board of  
Education meeting. We offer each of you our sincere gratitude 
for the outstanding contributions that you have made in  
facilitating a safe, welcoming and nurturing educational  
experience for all of our students. We also wish each one of  
you every success and great joy in all your future endeavors.  

Best Wishes to Our Retirees
Maris Albinder, Anne Bieler, Sandra Boynton, Janet Brienza, 
Diane Chandler, Janet Ciangetti, Nancy Ferrante, Sharon Gill, 
Karen Goldsmith, Gary Gumin, Olive Makris, Mary McGrory, 
David Mendes, Larry Richter, Michele M. Rothfeld, Patricia 
Siebel, Maria Terano and Beverly Vandergoot.

WITH OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE ….
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Hauppauge High School seniors 
capped off their high school years 
and celebrated in style as they became 
alumni on June 27, 2014. “The Class 
of 2014 is a special group of students 
who have accomplished a great  
deal in all facets of their educational 
experience,” stated Principal Christine 
O’Connor. “I wish them all the luck, 
success and happiness that life has to 
offer and to never forget their days at 
Hauppauge Schools.”

Valedictorian Christopher Giuliano is one individual who surely will 
not forget his days at Hauppauge High School. In his speech, Chris 
played an excerpt from the final episode of The Office to describe how 
bittersweet this goodbye was to him. “As much as our commencement 
is supposed to be about optimism for our future, we shouldn’t ignore 
the lessons we can gain from the past,” he stated. “Don’t forget to 
appreciate the people you met and the experiences you have along  
the way.”

Salutatorian Alice Choi told her 
classmates, “Every one of you is going 
on a different journey. The future is 
unforeseeable and never concrete. You 
never know what life is going to bring. 
That unpredictability is frightening, 
but it’s also what makes life all the more 
precious. Every day counts, so make the 
most of it.”

Attorney Justin Block, Class of 1980, 
was honored as the 2014 Distinguished 
Alumnus of the Year. Justin reminded 

the students “there will be times when you don’t get the grade that 
you want. There may be times when you don’t achieve the success you 
think you deserve. This happens, but if you can honestly say that you 
did the very best job you could – that there is nothing else you could 
have done – that’s really all you can ask of yourself.”

Following the presentation of 342 diplomas, the graduates proudly 
turned their tassels from left to right and joyously tossed their blue  
caps into the air soaring like Eagles.

CAPS OFF TO THE GRADS!

Ninety-seven percent of the Class of 2014 will further their education – attending some of the nation’s most  
prestigious colleges and universities. In addition to those students who have enlisted in the military to serve  
our country, the following are some of the educational institutions our grads will attend:

American; Arizona State; Boston University; Brandeis; Bucknell; Clarkson; Cornell; Fordham; George Washington; Hofstra;  
Johns Hopkins; Johnson and Wales; Manhattan College; McGill; NYU; Northeastern; Northwestern; Ohio State; Pennsylvania State, 
University Park; Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; Rutgers; SUNY Albany, Binghamton, Buffalo, Oneonta, Stony Brook; Syracuse; 
University of Delaware; University of Massachusetts, Amherst; University of Michigan; University of New Hampshire; University  
of Notre Dame; Villanova; and many others.

Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss spoke to the Class 
of 2014 about a defining moment in America’s history when Neil 
Armstrong became the first human being to set foot on the moon and 
declared: “One small step for (a) man; one giant leap for mankind.”

This event, which happened 45 years ago, serves as a stunning reminder 
that all great journeys – either real or metaphorical – begin with that 
first step. As graduates of Hauppauge High School, the men and women 
in the Class of 2014 stand together today, poised to take the first step of 
their new lives.

You are all about to begin another wonderful journey as you leave us 
and pursue your dreams. Americans landing on the moon is a testament 

to the lessons we have imparted upon you of academic skill, team work, 
cooperation, tolerance for the thinking of others and compassion for all. 
Embrace these lessons, as they will help to make the first step you take as a 
graduate, and each successive step toward your goals, a little easier.

For you see, an individual has tremendous power to affect others – and it 
is your responsibility to do so with kindness and care, understanding and 
voice, and the goal of leaving your own positive footprint on your own 
personal moon.

Please visit the website to view the full text of the superintendent’s 
remarks.

Excerpts of Commencement Remarks by 
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss
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Salutatorian Alice Choi told her 
classmates, “Every one of you is going 
on a different journey. The future is 
unforeseeable and never concrete. You 
never know what life is going to bring. 
That unpredictability is frightening, 
but it’s also what makes life all the more 
precious. Every day counts, so make the 
most of it.”

Attorney Justin Block, Class of 1980, 
was honored as the 2014 Distinguished 
Alumnus of the Year. Justin reminded 

the students “there will be times when you don’t get the grade that 
you want. There may be times when you don’t achieve the success you 
think you deserve. This happens, but if you can honestly say that you 
did the very best job you could – that there is nothing else you could 
have done – that’s really all you can ask of yourself.”

Following the presentation of 342 diplomas, the graduates proudly 
turned their tassels from left to right and joyously tossed their blue  
caps into the air soaring like Eagles.

Christopher Giuliano,  
Class of 2014 Valedictorian 

Christopher Giuliano is an intelligent and 
inquisitive young man with an insatiable  
thirst for knowledge. An AP Scholar with 
Distinction and National Honor Society  
and National Spanish Honor Society member, 
he is the recipient of a President’s Academic 
Achievement Award, NYS Board of Regents 
Academic Excellence Award, Congressman 
Tim Bishop Congressional Merit Award,  
Town of Smithtown Valedictorian Award, 

Rechler Equity Partners Excellence in Science Award, Robert  
Nelson Memorial Award, Hauppauge High School Social Studies 
Department and Perfect Attendance Awards and many more.  
“Most compelling though is the fact that all of the accolades and 
accomplishments that Chris has earned come from an exceptional 
intrinsic motivation,” described Counselor Heather Hiotis. “A first 
generation college bound student, Chris reflected on what he wanted 
to achieve academically; this resulted in a work ethic that he instilled 
upon himself, which I have never witnessed before.” Chris will attend 
Stony Brook University where he will major in chemistry.

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program   
For the first time in Hauppauge High School’s history, 13 students were awarded International Baccalaureate (IB) Diplomas. “The IB program 
helps high school juniors and seniors develop critical-thinking, independent learning and research skills,” described Principal Christine  
O’Connor. “It also provides a gateway to the development of intercultural understanding. IB courses aren’t about reciting facts and figures – 
the IB Diploma helps students learn how to learn and to appreciate the process.”

The High School launched the  
interdisciplinary IB program in the 
2012-2013 school year and it is 
growing rapidly. One hundred  
thirty-three students participated 
in the IB program (taking at least 
one IB class) during the 2013-2014 
school year. This represented 19 
percent of the students who were 
eligible for IB classes. Two hundred 
seventy-one students are scheduled to 
participate in the IB program (taking 
at least one IB class) during the  
upcoming 2014-2015 school year. 
This represents 40 percent of the  
students who are eligible for IB classes.

CAPS OFF TO THE GRADS! Alice Choi,  
Class of 2014 Salutatorian 

Alice Choi is a brilliant scholar who 
immersed herself in a rich curriculum 
of study. Her many accolades include: 
a National Merit Commendation, AP 
Scholar with Distinction Award, President’s 
Academic Achievement Award, NYS Board 
of Regents Academic Excellence Award, 
Achievement in Orchestra Award,  
Town of Islip Salutatorian Award, R.I.T. 
Computing Award, the American  

Association of Teachers of Spanish Bronze and Silver Awards, 
Hauppauge High School Academic Letters and more. Alice was 
inducted into the National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society 
and the Tri-M Music Honor Society. “Alice Choi exemplifies 
the most favorable definition of the word ‘student’ through her 
superior innate intelligence and exemplary work ethic,” stated 
Counselor Patricia Gabrielsen. “She also is a gifted and passion-
ate musician who is outstandingly selfless. Her energetic nature 
and warm-hearted manner is especially evident when it pertains 
to helping others in our community.” Alice will attend Cornell 
University where she will study psychology/pre-med.
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Moving Up …   

June 24, 2014, was not just an ordinary day for 336 Hauppauge 
Middle School students. Master of Ceremonies and Middle School 
Principal Maryann Fletcher offered a heartfelt congratulations to all 
of the outstanding young men and women as they embark upon their 
transition from 8th grade to high school. “You all have a great deal 
to offer…you will be bounced around a bit, but remember that your 
value doesn’t change,” she said. “Best of luck as you leave Hauppauge 
Middle School! Make it a great lifetime or not…” and the students 
joined their principal in finishing her speech with a chorus of  
“...the choice is yours!”

Maryann was joined by then BOE President Susan Hodosky,  
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss, Middle School  
PTA President Holli Cirone and Students Francesco DiFlora and 
Maia Gonzalez in wishing the future Class of 2018 every success at 
Hauppauge High School and beyond. And in the clever words of 
Francesco DiFlora, “Everyone here is able to do great things. It’s not 
easy to do great things though. There’s no elevator to success. Only 
stairs, and if you want to get to the top, you’re going to have to climb 
them. One step at a time.”

Stepping Up …   
With cameras in hand, parents proudly watched as their Bretton 
Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Elementary School students  
“Stepped Up” to the next chapter of their  
Hauppauge School District education. The 
Stepping Up ceremonies were highlighted 
by heartfelt speeches from BOE trustees, 
administrators, principals, teachers and 
students. The talents of the young students 
also were on display as they entertained 
their families and friends with outstanding 
musical selections. The celebration  
continued as all attendees enjoyed  
receptions sponsored by each school’s PTA.

Congratulations to our 321 Bretton 
Woods, Forest Brook and Pines Elementary School students,  
described by Forest Brook Acting Interim Principal Matthew  
Giordano as, “young people who are defined by intelligence and 
compassion for one another. We wish you every success as the new 
chapters in your secondary education are written.”

Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program  
Hauppauge’s SCOPE Pre-School Program for three- and four-year-olds 
is held at the Whiporwil School, 495 Hoffman Lane. The developmental 
curriculum encourages a child’s creativity, social skills and expands on  
his/her readiness skills that will be transitional into the Hauppauge  
kindergarten program. Please contact SCOPE at 631-360-0800,  
extension 133, for additional information or to register for fall 2014.

ABOUT OUR GRADS …  
√ 97 percent of the Class of 2014 will further their  

education – attending some of the most prestigious  
colleges and universities nationwide. Additionally, five  
graduates have enlisted in the military.

√ 99 percent of the graduates earned New York State Regents 
Diplomas with Advanced Designation and/or New York 
State Regents Diplomas.

√ 42 students received the President’s Academic Achievement 
Award for maintaining a 92 and above GPA for all four 
years of high school.

√ 13 students were awarded International Baccalaureate 
Diplomas.

√ More than 90 recognitions and/or scholarships were  
awarded to students at the June Senior Awards Night  
with over $50,000 awarded.


